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Under the Big Sky
June 10, 2009

Visitor from Glasgow, Scotland: Michael Slavin
visited our office recently. He’s a retiree who
decided that he wanted to visit all the Glasgow’s
in the United States during the next year. He
arrived in Glasgow, MT (his first stop on a trip
that includes Glasgow’s in Oregon, California,
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Tennessee, Florida and a
few other east coast states) in the middle of May,
and has been taking in the local activities and
sights. He has a blog where he writes about his
adventures, and it’s fun to see his perspectives.
He was impressed with our lowest recorded
temperature of -60 below zero, and was curious
about the Chinooks and the rapid temperature
rises with them. To read about his travels, go to
http://mikeslavinglasgow.blogspot.com

His visit to our office was June 3" if you’d like to
read that one specifically. He’s also in the photo
above with many of the NWS Glasgow staff
members who were in the office to talk to him.

Mike Slavin admiring the NWS Glasgow
Welcome Sign in our front hall

Recent Climate: People are starting to wonder if we are going to get a summer at all this year.
On Saturday June 6" Glasgow had a high of 48 degrees. That is the coldest high temperature
we’ve ever had on that date, with the old record being 56 degrees set in 1982. Across
northeast Montana, everyone is running about 10 degrees below normal. The 6-10 day (June
17-21) and the 8 to 14 day (June 19-25) outlooks keep up on the cold and wet side of things.
To see them, visit: http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

Sprites and Jets: While | was in college, we had the cool opportunity to meet Dr. Walt Lyons, a leading

researcher on the phenomena of Sprites and Jets from near Fort Collins, CO. These discharges occur
above thunderstorms (sometimes called upward lightning) have been studied for the past few decades.
Dr. Lyons was our banquet speaker at a weather workshop we held here in Glasgow several years ago,
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and he wowed our attendees with his videos and discussion on Sprites and Jets. With his permission,
I've used some of his images below to show you what they are, and how to look for them, but if you'd
like more detailed imagery, please go to: http://www.sky-fire.tv/index.cgi or http://www.sky-

fire.tv/index.cgi/Sprites.html for the page specifically for Sprites. Given our general lack of light

pollution, you should have some good opportunities to see these phenomena from quite a distance
away. If you do see these phenomena, they would like to have a report of them. You can email me and

I'll get your contact information to them!
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NWS Glasgow Radar under the Storms: Glasgow Photographer Sean Heavey took this great photo of

our radar on May 19" as some storms moved through the region. Sean has been in the area a few
years now, and has some amazing photos of scenery and weather from around the area. He is one of
our weather spotters as well, and we appreciate him sharing this photo with us!

Weather in the News:

Vortex 2 captures footage of it’s first tornado in eastern WY: The largest undertaking of a tornado

research project was starting to feel jinxed after two weeks of very little thunderstorm activity. But,
they headed to eastern Wyoming this past weekend, their luck changed. Mike Bettes with The Weather
Channel and his crew were able to capture some great video of a tornado, while the mobile radars got
some great data. This EF-1 rated tornado will likely be one of the most researched tornadoes in the
next few years. To see video of the tornado, go to:
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540/vp/31165909#31165909

For more information about Vortex 2, go to: http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/vortex2/

Boy struck by lightning recalls the event:
http://www.weather.com/multimedia/videoplayer.html|?clip=14519&from=hp video 6

Possible new cloud classification: The British Royal Meteorological Society is hoping to add a new cloud

to the cloud classification. It would be called Asperatus, the Latin word for “Rough.” Take a look at
these photos and see what you think: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-1189877/The-

cloud-Meteorologists-campaign-classify-unigue-Asperatus-clouds-seen-world.htmI?ITO=1490

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs: This well loved children’s
book is coming to the big screen on Sept 18",
http://www.cloudywithachanceofmeatballs.com/ We don’t
want to hear reports of meatball sized hail though...©
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More Interesting U.S. weather facts:

The coldest football game ever played was the NFL Championship Game on
December 31, 1967 in Green Bay, Wisconsin between the Green Bay Packers and Dallas Cowboys when
the temperature fell to -13. The 2007 NFC Championship game in Green Bay between the New York
Giants and Green Bay Packers was the third coldest game in history with a temperature of -1 and wind
chill of -23.

The longest rain-free period in the United States was 767 days (2 years, 37 days), from
October 3, 1912 to November 8, 1914 at Bagdad, California.

A world record rainfall occurred at Holt, Missouri on June 22, 1947 when it rained 12 inches in
just 42 minutes. This averages to over 1/4 of an inch of rainfall per minute. On July 4th, 1956 In
Unionville, Maryland 1.23 inches of rain fell in 1 minute.

The average yearly temperature of New York, St. Louis and San Francisco differs by only 1.8F
degrees.

Which is the least rainy city - Seattle, New York City or Miami? Although on average Seattle is
cloudy 227 days a year, it only receives 39 inches of rain per year, compared to New York City (42
inches) and Miami (60 inches).

The United States leads the world with an average of over 1,000 reported tornadoes each
year. A distant second is Canada with an average of approximately 100 reported tornadoes. Kansas has
received the most F5 tornadoes since 1880. Oklahoma receives the highest number of significant and
violent tornadoes per square mile.

Weather Humor:

M‘mmm by T. MeCracken
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“In addition to dusting crops,
McWit now rotates them.”
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