Under the Big Sky
July 24, 2008

Hailstorms cause significant crop loss: A series of storms on Saturday July 19",
caused some significant crop losses in Daniels and eastern Roosevelt Counties. There
were actually three different storms that moved through the area starting at just
before 11 am, around 4-4:30 pm and again around 545 pm. There is a bit of a hail
swath visible on satellite imagery, but it’s a bit difficult to see it unless you know
where to look. To look at it, go to: http://www.ssec.wisc.edu/modis-today/

The date that best shows it is July 21, 2008. Use the default settings, and then click
on eastern MT. It will zoom in for you. At the 2000 meter resolution, you can see a
bit of a very fine lighter colored line north of the Yellowstone/Missouri Confluence,
and it stretches northwestward into Roosevelt County. At the 250 meter resolution,
you can see a very fuzzy area from just below Medicine Lake to just east of Williston.
It’s much fuzzier as you go northwestward toward the Scobey area.

Another night of storms occurred on July 22-23, 2008. We have a lot of reports of hail
up to quarter size and winds of 60-70 mph again. We’ve had some significant power
line damage and other farm property damage reported, and I’m sure there will be a
lot more on crop losses as well, especially from the area from Wolf Point to Poplar
and northward.

Fire Restrictions page: The BLM has a new fire restrictions page that is updated
each week. The decision to go into Stage 1 or Stage 2 fire restrictions is done on a
conference call every Tuesday morning, and if restrictions are needed, they go into
effect on Friday at 1201 am. We sit in on those calls for the Lewistown and Miles City
BLM offices and provide a look at the weather from the past week, and what’s
expected. Then each county and state/federal agency gives a summary of fires, and
they discuss whether to go into restrictions or not. The website is:
http://www.firerestrictions.org. Currently, Roosevelt, Sheridan and Daniels
Counties, as well as the Fort Peck Reservation are in Stage 1 fire restrictions. The
actual impacts of Stage 1 restrictions are explained on the above website.

Boater Safety: Two Sheridan, WY residents were killed last Wednesday during a
thunderstorm on the Tongue River Reservoir. One man was on the dock holding onto
his boat they were preparing to load when heavy rain, hail and then strong winds hit.
He was blown into the water and was found several days later. A female was also out




fishing alone in a 14’ aluminum boat. The boat was swamped by the waves caused by
the winds. She was not wearing a life jacket at the time.
Please remember to staff safe when boating
and not take any chances with the weather. If
you see storms in the distance, don’t take a
chance, get back to the docks and get off the
water. The Glasgow Chamber of Commerce
actually delayed the 2008 Governor’s Cup
Walleye Tournament on Fort Peck Lake on July
11" because of expected high winds. | had
given the forecast to participants and
organizers the evening before, and had
expected to be booed off the stage. |
overestimated their passion for fishing though,
) ) . most folks told me they were glad it was being
Lake Wind Advisory Criteria: postponed because a day on the lake with the
Sustained winds of 20 mph or higher \yinds hattering them wasn’t something they
for 3 hours or more, and/or any  \yanted to deal with at all. It was still pretty
gusts greater than 30 mph windy Saturday, but they had a great day on
Sunday!

Qutreach Happenings:

Go Green Event: Over 200 people attended the Go Green Event at Fort Peck this
past weekend. Our office provided presentations on Global Warming, and local Green
Initiatives, as well as how The Weather Channel is being more environmentally
friendly. A local Glasgow resident had his son bring the electric car he owns, and
many people stopped to look at the car, and a few even had the opportunity to drive
it! There were displays, hands on activities, and lots of great information available to
the public. We had attendees from the local area, and tourists from Oregon to
Florida who attended. At the NWS table, we had information on the NOAA
Fishwatch program, which gives information on the sustainability of various types of
seafood, and what is good to eat, and which are endangered fish to avoid eating.

Below are images of the electric car, and the NWS Glasgow Science and Operations
Officer Bill Martin giving his presentation on the Science of Global Warming.

Photos taken by Michele Fromdahl, USACE Fort Peck Interpretie Center




Amphitheater program: | gave a presentation at the Fort Peck Kiwanis Campground
on Saturday evening. It was about the top weather events of 2008, and the impacts
that have occurred due to them. If you even get a chance to stay at the campground,
they have local presentations every Saturday evening in the summertime, and it’s a
great way to meet some of your fellow campers.

Other Items of Interest:

Balloon man: Last year | sent out a note
about Kent Couch, a man who floated
across portions of the NW US using
balloons (he has the world record for
distance in this event!). Well, he’s been
at it again. He had a new trip in 2008,
and it’s chronicled on a website.
http://www.couchballoons.com/

| should state that a priest in South
America tried this earlier this year, and
was never heard from again. | wouldn’t
recommend trying this!

Weather Magazines: There is a new magazine out there on extreme weather. You
can see some of the pages of the magazine and the table of contents at:
http://www.extremeweathermag.com/ext/default.aspx

One of the most popular weather magazines amongst weather junkies is
Weatherwise. The articles are written so that anyone can understand them, and
they have great regional summaries of weather as well. There are also great articles
on historical weather events, and an annual photo contest with amazing photography.
You can see information about the magazine, as well as the first paragraph or two of
the articles at: http://www.weatherwise.org/

NOAA News

June Weather Report for the United States: The June weather summary is available
online. It’s probably not surprising that the northern half of the US was colder than
normal and the mid-west was wetter than normal.
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2008/20080709 warmjune.html

Climate Outlook: The latest climate outlook for the next three months was issued
late last week. For August, September and October, the outlook has equal chances of
above or below normal temperatures (see graphic below on the left) and equal
chances of above or below normal precipitation (see graphic on the right). The cool
Pacific Ocean current known as La Nina is finally over, and the Pacific Ocean along
the equator is back to what scientists call “ENSO neutral.” It’s not warmer or cooler
than normal.
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Dead Zone in the Gulf of Mexico expected to be the largest on record: The recent
flooding in the mid-west portion of the country is causing problems in the Gulf of
Mexico. The chemicals (especially the nitrates) which are being brought downstream
by flood waters through the Missouri and Mississippi River basins, are causing a
depletion of oxygen in the Gulf of Mexico. Scientists predict that this will be the

largest areal extent of the area on record.

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2008/20080715 deadzone.html

Drought: The Drought Monitor and the Drought Outlook are shown below, and the
drought monitor this week some changes statewide. To see the information go to:

http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html

The Drought Manitor focuses on bread-scale conditions.
Local condltions may vary. See accompanying text summary
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Where the Heck is Matt? This video has absolutely nothing to do with weather, but it
put a smile on my face after seeing it. When | finally learned more about this person,
| wondered if | was the last one on earth to know about him! Turn the HD off, it’s not

http://www.vimeo.com/1211060

really needed and it will load faster.




Humor for the week:

..and that concludes my federal report on the status of global
warming. Now, special agent Coffield here will be placing
vou all under arrest for having classified information.




