Under the Big Sky
November 15, 2008
National Weather Service Glasgow E-Letter

Meteorite streaks across the horizon last week! While | was in Salt Lake City last week, many
of you were fortunate enough to catch the streak of a meteorite across the northern horizon.
One person told me it was so bright, that as they came over the hill into Glasgow, they
expected to see a big ball of fire on the ground. The meteorite actually landed in Alberta, and
was caught on the dash cam of a law enforcement vehicle.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ULBce47NIA

The Winter Weather Outlook was updated by the Climate Prediction Center last week. Below
are the one month outlook (December) and the three month outlook (Dec-Jan-Feb) for
temperatures (left) and precipitation (right). For eastern Montana, we have equal chances of
above or below normal temperatures for both time periods. The precipitation outlook shows a
better than normal chance of having above normal precipitation in December, but equal
chances of it being above or below for the Dec-Jan-Feb time frame.
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Looking in a little bit closer, the 6-10 day outlook (Nov 30-Dec 4) and the 8-14 day outlook (Dec
2-Dec 8) show above normal precipitation for eastern Montana, with normal to slightly below
normal temperatures.
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Recent/Upcoming NWS Glasgow activities

State EAS Meeting: Steve Apfel and | went to Great Falls and Helena to discuss the Emergency
Alert System in Montana. All four NWS offices in the state attended, as well as the Montana
Broadcasters Association, the Montana Department of Justice and Montana Disaster and
Emergency Services. Topics of discussion were the Montana EAS plan, how the technical side
of EAS works, when EAS should be utilized for non-weather emergency messages, and the
Amber Alert/Missing and Endangered Persons Alerts.

Poplar School talk: Ted Jamba, one of our lead forecasters, recently went to speak to the 6"
graders at the Poplar School. He spoke about general weather information, including cloud
types and severe storms.

Sheridan County invited me to come and speak to their dispatchers about the NWS, and how
we rely on them for disseminating our watches and warnings. | showed them how to find
current weather information, how to look at radar data, and how to request a forecast for a
fire, hazmat or search and rescue incident they may have. | also gave a presentation on winter
weather preparedness/safety later in the evening. The discussion turned to how weather
impacts health, and by the time | left, the Sheridan County Public Health Nurse had made sure |
got my flu shot. Have you gotten yours yet this year?

Winter Weather Safety/Preparedness in Sidney: I'll be heading to Sidney on Tuesday
December 2™ to give a presentation at the USDA/NPARL/ARS facility. It will be held twice, once
at 230 pm, and again at 6 pm. It’s open to the public to come, and | recommend that young
drivers, people new to MT and those who work outdoors or travel quite a bit in the winter
attend the training.

Visit to Salt Lake City: | was at our regional headquarters last week as part of a two year
leadership program | am involved in. The mountains around the city had some snow, and they
looked beautiful! One of the cool things | got to do was visit the Transportation Operations
Control Center for the state of Utah. One of my college friends is their chief meteorologist and
he showed me the facility. It was pretty amazing to see. There was a wall about 30 feet high
with 12 giant TV screens showing various traffic cameras in downtown Salt Lake City, but they
can be set to include any of the cameras statewide. There were also two 10’ monitors that they
could display any accidents on. They can slow down traffic or speed it up by adjusting the
lights, the interstate on ramps etc. They highly rely on weather information, and do a lot of
preventative care on the roads prior to snow/ice events occurring.
Speaking of which — MDT has some changes this winter as well: NWS [
Glasgow and Billings host a monthly conference call with the DES F
coordinators in eastern Montana to brief them on upcoming events, new serving soe with pride
things that may be helpful to them, and the upcoming weather outlooks.

This month, the Montana Dept. of Transportation joined our call to give

us some highlights on the RWIS (Road Weather Information System)

website that shows road conditions, and has weather observations and

cameras. Here are a few things to let you know about:
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1. The RWIS sites show “watches” and “warnings.” A watch is when there is no precipitation
occurring but the road temperatures are at or below freezing. A warning is when the
temperatures are at or below freezing and precipitation is occurring. Chemical wet means that
the air temperature is at or below freezing, but there is enough chemical on the ground to keep
precipitation from freezing on the road.

2. The terminology "Emergency Travel Only" has been replaced by "Severe Driving
Conditions." The meaning behind it is still the same, but ETO led to some confusion with
drivers, and they are really trying to keep people off the highways when the conditions are
poor.

3. There are some new camera’s either just online, or
coming soon in the state including: Judith Basin (new

and online), Inverness, Sweeney Creek, Reedpointand A *“; = 5
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4. The MDT is working with the Clarus project which takes all the road weather station
information in the state and plots it on a map for you. In the future, this project will migrate to
being managed by the NWS. You can see these weather plots from the MDT observation sites
at: http://www.clarus-system.com/ (click on Montana). You can plot various properties by
selecting the type of information you want from the bottom left hand corner of the map. (and

convert it to English vs. metric units).
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5. Did you know that you could get current road closures and other incidents in your email?
The MDT has an RSS feed that allows you to get this information into your email. To sign up for
the RSS feed go to: http://www.mdt.mt.gov/travinfo/whatsnew.shtml

NOAA News
Ocean Acidification in the Caribbean: A recent report showed that natural variations in the
ocean chemistry could affect the way coral reefs respond to future acidification.
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US and Canada Climate information partnership: The US and Canada recently announced a
partnership to share weather and climate information using the Climate Reference Networks
stations. (We have two near Poplar, MT).
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2008/20081114 canadaclimate.html

Pollock catch is in decline: New information shows that the walleye Pollock has a decline in
population in the eastern Bering Sea and NOAA is recommending a cut in the Pollock catch
allowances in 2009. http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2008/20081120 pollock.html

Misc:

USAToday Weather has an online voting poll for your favorite weather photos of 2008. To vote
(by Dec 21), go to: http://www.usatoday.com/weather/graphics/2008-11-20-best-weather-
photos-2008 N.htm?csp=34

Humor: The Red Neck Christmas Tree — Go Green and Recycle!







