Steve Apfel, Matt Moorman and Brian Burleson from our office recently presented cooperative weather
observers Jim and Karen Tande from near Scobey with the John Campanius Holm Award. The Tande’s are
upholding a long record of weather observations when they took over the cooperative weather observations in
1988. According to Brian Burleson, the cooperative program manager at WFO Glasgow, “It's not uncommon for
wind chills to drop well below minus 50 degrees for days on end during the winter, with gusty winds producing
non-navigable snow drifts. Still, the records show Mr. and Mrs. Tande’s determination to provide the best
possible weather observations over the past twenty years, even during these extreme conditions.”

| just returned from the . It’s the third time I've been to the
workshop, and | have spent the past 9 months serving on the national planning committee. The highlight of the
workshop was our banquet speaker Magistrate Judge Ann Dixson, from Greensburg, KS. If you've seen the
show on the rebuilding of Greensburg, you’ll recognize her name since she is married to the new mayor of
Greensburg. | was extremely fortunate to have met her prior to the banquet, and spent about 25 minutes
talking to her about how major events like this shape rural communities the way they do. Greensburg had
about 1400 people prior to the EF-5 tornado that hit on May 4, 2007, and they now have about 900. Many have
just moved to other communities in the area, but some have left the region for good. Her banquet
presentation was very moving, and while their beautiful 1912 Victorian home was completely destroyed, she
managed to find humor as well. They made their own wine, and had a big gallon jug waiting to be bottled. The
tornado sucked off the seal and the cork, and all the wine was gone, but the jug was still on the table in the
basement where they sought shelter. She mentioned that, if you look at the path of the tornado, it took a
wobbly turn after hitting their place, probably from all that wine. If you haven’t seen the Discovery Planet
Green show on Greensburg, you can catch up with it on: http://planetgreen.discovery.com/tv/greensburg/




The workshop had many great topics of discussion, and brought together emergency managers, ham radio Q
operators, researchers and operational meteorologists. | co-chaired two sessions that covered the advantages Q
of having a Skywarn weather spotter program, and highlighted the differences of the program across the U.S. | L}
was also asked to do a live interview with the Tulsa NBC station on why | came from Montana to participate. My ff
response was that it’s been a long, cold winter, and | needed to experience 80 degree weather again. | even ﬁ
found myself complaining at dinner one night that it was too hot! | haven’t complained of heat in a very long ﬂ
time. The presentations from the workshop will be on web within the next week, and you are welcome to take ff
a look at them at: http://www.norman.noaa.gov/nsww2009/ ﬁ

One other thing that | finally got to do on this trip to Oklahoma City was to go to the Alfred P Murrah Federal W
Building Memorial Site. The building was bombed nearly 14 years ago, April 19, 1995 and left a lasting L?
impression on anyone who was old enough to remember that day. While the museum was closed the evening | ff
was there, it was very somber walking through the beautiful memorial that was built in the memory of the 168 L?
people who lost their lives. %G

We attended the US Army Corps of Engineers meeting that reviewed the emergency action plan
for the dam. Every state and federal dam has an emergency action plan that needs to be periodically reviewed.
Local and State DES coordinators attended the meeting along with USACE staff from Fort Peck and Omaha. We
ran through a quick disaster exercise as well. Did you know that in the fall of 1986, Fort Peck rose 7 feet in 7 2
days with the flooding that was occurring across the region? That was the fastest rise the lake has ever had. &

was hosted by the NWS WP
Glasgow and Billings offices and the attendees L?
included the Disaster and Emergency Services
coordinators serving eastern Montana. We had L
about 20 people attend the workshop, which was in
Miles City. We covered topics such as new and W
emerging technologies, flooding and hydrology in ff
Montana, weather radar interpretation, storm event Q
data collection and verification, the Emergency Alert oW
System in Montana and a review of the Columbus L?
Day snowstorm in October and the December
blizzard and arctic event, including best practices o
and their roles prior to and during the event.
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A was held in Fort Peck at the
Interpretive Center on Feb 27 and again on the 28th.
The workshop had 46 participants from 18 different
local and federal agencies and private contractors all
from 6 counties across northeast Montana. We
discussed NWS product and services for fire fighters, a
look a large fire events in the area, fire weather basic
meteorology, new and emerging technologies, and
two guest speakers. Bryan Henry is a meteorologist
with the Northern Rockies Coordination Center in
Missoula, discussing their role in fire weather, and
Todd Schmidt is the prescribed fire specialist from
Medicine Lake Wildlife Refuge. Todd discussed how
important it is for fire fighters to continually be aware
of the weather around them, and highlighted some
case studies in which weather problems directly or
indirectly lead to deaths and/or major damage.

Incident Meteorologist Patrick Gilchrist presents the basics of

fire weather parameters

While in Norman, | learned from the USA Today newspaper that Craig Fugate (Florida

Division of Emergency Management Director) was nominated as the next FEMA director. | was very excited to

hear that! | met Craig in Big Sky, Montana when 9/11 happened. He was there attending the National

Emergency Management Association conference, along with every other state EM director. | nearly drove him

and his staff back to Glasgow with me to get on Amtrak since the airlines were grounded, but they ended up

renting a car and driving 22 hours straight through to Tallahassee. I've since run into him about 5 times at other

conferences and last year he graciously agreed to serve on a panel discussion on weather impacts | was involved

with in last year in New Orleans. | know that he will bring to FEMA excellent operational experience, from his

years in the fire community, to dealing with major hurricanes, significant droughts and severe storms in Florida.

John Pulasky and | will be at the Expo again this year on March 21*. In the afternoon

we'll be discussing the Cold Advisory for Newborn Livestock (CANL) System, and we’ll do another presentation

titled, “What’s up with the Weather?” It will highlight the major events of 2008, current weather patterns, the

outlook this spring and summer, and the Community Collaborate Rain, Hail and Snow network.

The state meeting for Walleye’s Unlimited will be occurring on April 4™ in Glasgow with the

Fort Peck/Glasgow Chapters Annual Banquet. During the day, they will have activities for people to participate

in, including a tour of the NWS Glasgow office from 10 am to 1 pm.

Our weather spotter training season is coming up soon. We have two locations scheduled already,

with many more to come soon:

April 13: Sidney, USDA ARS Building, 2-4 pm and a repeat from 6-8 pm
April 28: Plentywood, County Building Jubilee Room, 6-8 pm
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March 20" is the official first day of spring. But, that doesn’t mean we’ll be seeing Q
flowers blooming anytime soon. The 6-10 day (Mar 17-21) and the 8-14 day (Mar 19-25) outlook shows Q
northeast MT in either normal to slightly above normal for temperatures, and from the comments I've been G
hearing, | think most everyone is ready for a bit warmer weather. To see the outlook graphics, go to: W
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ L?

“Hey Harey!” by Thomas Fbert w

wiww. heyharry, com

"Aren't you happy, Mom? W
Spring is finally herel” W




