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service area. 

 
Unseasonably cold temperatures and low precipitation for the second month in a row covered 
Eastern Idaho in April.  Numerous low temperature records were set at each of the five regional 
automated stations, with the average departure from normal being 4.9ºF below.  Monthly low 
precipitation records were set at Craters of the Moon, Minidoka Dam and Rexburg BYU. 
  
Other Hydrologic Interests 
 
Precipitation 
Precipitation was well below normal for much of the Pocatello Hydrologic Service Area (HSA) in 
April.  The entire HSA received an average of 38% of normal precipitation for 39 of 42 reporting 
stations with climate data, according to Western Region Climate Center data.  Dubois, with 114% of 
normal precip, was the only station reporting greater than normal amounts.  Of the remaining 
stations, 17 received less than 20% of normal, which are below.  Note the monthly low precipitation 
records for Craters of the Moon, Minidoka Dam and Rexburg BYU. 
 

Station Percent of Normal Record 
Aberdeen 2.35   
American Falls 3 NW 12.5   
Arco Airport 11.25   
Blackfoot FD 8.16   
Burley ASOS 16.33   
Chilly Barton Flats 3.08   
Craters Of The Moon 6.42 Broke 1974 record of 0.10 inches  
Fort Hall 1 NE 5.15   
Howe 2.9   
Ketchum RS 17.6   
Mackay RS 16.67   
Malta Aviation 5.5   
Minidoka Dam 2.3 Broke 1950 record of 0.11 inches 
Pocatello WFO* 16.95   
Rexburg BYU 18.58 Broke 1992 record of 0.23 inches 
St Anthony 5.13   
Stanley 5.5   

 
 
 



Reservoirs  
The Upper Snake River reservoir system is at 61% of capacity1, up 3% from April 4, 20082.   
 

Reservoir 
% Capacity 
March 313 

% Capacity 
April 304 

Percent
Change

% of 
Average4 

% of 
Last Year4 

American Falls 79 78 -1 87 80 
Bear Lake 28 30 2 44 66 
Blackfoot 27 30 3 41 51 
Henry’s Lake  90 92 2 95 97 
Island Park 77 85 8 93 88 
Little Wood 36 49 13 60 51 
Mackay 62 69 7 88 79 
Magic 15 34 19 43 38 
Oakley 40 44 4 80 64 
Palisades 46 52 6 84 56 
Ririe 52 58 6 83 75 
Lake Walcott 532 991 46 n/a n/a 
Milner 872 961 9 n/a n/a 
Source:  (1) US Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), May 8, 2008; (2) BOR, April 4, 2008;  
(3) NRCS, March 31, 2007; (4) NRCS, April 30, 2008. 

 
Snowpack 
Normally, snowpack in the region begins declining in mid-April, thus, some strong, late spring 
systems did brought a sizeable 11-point increase to Eastern Idaho’s snowpack for the month.  A 
basin SWE summary is below. 

Eastern Idaho Snow Water Equivalent
Percent of Normal
Water Year 2008

April 30, 2008
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River Levels 
Rivers across Eastern Idaho are running near normal for this time of year. 
 
Drought 
No changes were made to the Drought Monitor in April.  The images below compare this year to last 
year. 
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April 2008 Hydrologic Product Summary 
With the exception of weekly hydrologic updates, no products were issued in April for the Pocatello 
HSA. 
 
 
cc: Daniel Matusiewicz, Western Region WFO Hydrology Program Manager 
 Harold Opitz, Hydrologist in Charge, Northwest River Forecast Center 
 Hydrometeorological Information Center 
 Rick Dittman, Meteorologist in Charge, Pocatello, Idaho 
 Jay Breidenbach, Service Hydrologist, Boise, Idaho 
 Drought Monitor Mailing List 
 Northwest River Forecast Center 
 Pocatello WFO Forecasters and HMTs 


