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Mar 6th - A Pacific cold front brought a mixture of rain, snow and hail to the majority of 

the Beehive State. Significant accumulations were pretty much confined to the mountains 
and Wasatch Front benches. Strong winds blew across the western deserts and valleys 

ahead of the cold front and for a couple of hours behind it. 

Courtesy Alex Weech 

Top (Left): Impressive shelf cloud along cold front in Cache Valley. (Right): Small hail in the Cache Valley. 

Middle (Left): Flooded intersection in downtown Salt Lake City. (Right): Rain changing to snow in Salt Lake City.  

Bottom (Left): Snow accumulating at the University of Utah. (Right): Several inches on the Bountiful Bench. 

Courtesy Leslie Nelson 

Courtesy Karlie Rees Courtesy Fox 13 

Courtesy Alex Lukinbeal 

Courtesy Leslie Nelson 



Precipitation Totals (inches) 
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Mar 8th-9th - A fast-moving storm system brought periods of valley rain and mountain 

snow to northern and central Utah.  
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Snowfall Totals (inches) 
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Above (Left): Heavy snowfall at Deer Valley ski resort. (Right): Snow accumulating on roads at Logan Summit. 

Below (Left): Highway accumulation on I-80 at Parleys Summit. (Right): Snow and wet roads at Daniels Summit. 



Mar 11th-12th - A weather disturbance brought showers to southern Utah overnight 

and into the morning hours. Isolated snow showers fell across the northern mountains. 
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Above (Left): Large snowflakes falling at Brighton. (Right): Passing shower followed by a rainbow on Bear Lake. 

Courtesy Danna Hyer 

Mar 14th-16th - A series of weather disturbances rotated through the majority of the 

Beehive State over a 3-Day period. These storms brought widespread snowfall, with rain 
in the lower valleys of southwest Utah. The heaviest snowfall occurred over the northern 

mountains. Gusty winds blew statewide ahead of the main low pressure system. 

Above (Left): Snow sticking to the lawns in Tooele. (Right): Semi sliding of the slick roads in Rich County. 

Courtesy Rich County Sheriff 



Top (Left): Slick roads up Big Cottonwood Canyon. (Right): Fresh snowfall over the Wasatch Mountains. 

Middle: Rather large snowflakes falling in the city of Herriman.  

Bottom (Left): Accumulating snow on lawns in West Jordan. (Right): Several inches of new snow in Smithfield. 

Courtesy Brett Benson Courtesy Danna Hyer 

Courtesy Andrea K 

Courtesy Matt Solum Courtesy Michael Boman 



Above: Snow mosaic from Weatherbear’s World in South Ogden. 

Precipitation Totals (inches) 
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Snowfall Totals (inches) 
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Above: Skiers at Solitude enjoying the late season snowfall. 

Courtesy Darin Brooks  



Mar 22nd-23rd - A potent storm system rolled through Utah, delivering copious 

amounts of precipitation statewide. Periods of heavy snow fell over the mountains of 
northern Utah, along with the benches of the Wasatch Front...especially over Weber, 

Davis, and Salt Lake counties. 

Above (FIRE): Spectacular sunset in St. George. 

 

Below (ICE): Spectacular spring powder at Alta. 



Above (Left): Ducks unfazed by the snowfall at a Salt Lake City park. (Right): Heavy snow in the Salt Lake Valley. 

Above: Impressive shelf cloud moving across the Salt Lake Valley along a strong cold front.  

Below: Less than ideal conditions for a baseball game in Salt Lake City.  

Courtesy Thomas Stroman 

Courtesy Ron Bird Courtesy Brett Benson 



Above: Very picturesque view of snow-lined pathway in Sandy. 

 

Below: Fresh and deep snowfall in the backcountry of the Wasatch Range. 

Courtesy Ron Bird 

Courtesy Danna Hyer 



Above: Supersized snowflakes falling in South Ogden as the rain switched over to snow with frontal passage. 

Above (Left): Snow-covered trees in the Salt Lake Valley. (Right): Slippery walkways at the University of Utah. 

Above (Left): Pea-sized hail falling in South Ogden. (Right): Snow starting to accumulate in West Jordan. 

Courtesy Univ of Utah 

Courtesy Matt Solum 
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Mar 25th-26th - A cold storm system brought a wintry mix of rain and snow mainly to 

southern and central Utah. The cold air aloft produced lake-effect snow squalls over the 
Great Salt Lake, which dumped bands of heavy snow across portions of Tooele county. 

Above (Left): Lake-effect snowfall in the city of Tooele. (Right): More heavy lake-effect snowfall in Tooele. 
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Mar 28th-31st - A potent and moist Pacific storm system brought a prolonged period of 

precipitation to much of the Beehive State. The associated cold front produced a few 
thunderstorms with gusty winds, heavy rain and small hail. Behind the front the rain 

quickly turned to snow across most valley locations. The heaviest snowfall occurred over 
the Wasatch mountains and valleys, along with portions of the Cache Valley. Very strong 

winds developed along the higher mountain terrain and the southern and western deserts. 

Top (Left): Heavy snowfall on the West Jordan Bench. (Right): A couple inches of snow falling in South Ogden. 

Middle (Left): Snowy conditions at Snowbasin. (Right): Skiers enjoying the fresh snowfall at Powder Mountain. 

Bottom (Left): Light snow accumulation in Ogden. (Right): Large flakes falling at the NWS office in Salt Lake City. 

Courtesy Dan Pope 

Courtesy Andreas Rivera 



Above: Storm moving over the Salt Lake Valley producing rain showers along the Oquirrh Mountains. 

Below: Heavy showers along the Wasatch Mountains in Utah County. 

Courtesy Chase Thomason 

Courtesy Brett Benson 



Top (Left and Right): Heavy rain producing waterfalls near the town of Moab. 

Middle (Left): Double rainbow near a shower west of Hinckley. (Right): Snow-covered trees in Zion Nat’l Park. 

Bottom: Thunderstorm with rain/hail shaft near Kanab.  

Courtesy Allison Croghan Courtesy Allison Croghan 

Courtesy Monika 

Courtesy Greg Lesher 
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High Temperature Records For the Month of March 

Mar 3rd - Two locations tied record high maximum temperatures...Cedar City Airport 70 

(70/2009) and Provo BYU 67 (67/1994).   

Mar 5th - Salt Lake City tied a record high maximum temperature with 68 (68/1972), while 

also setting a record high minimum with a low of 50 (46/1987). Duchesne set a record high 
maximum of 65 (64/1986), with record high minimums at Alta 34 (34/1987) and Provo BYU 

49 (41/2001).  

Mar 4th - Three spots set record high maximums...Brigham City 66 (65/1921), Cedar City 

Airport 68 (68/1994) and Salt Lake City 69 (69/1987).  

Courtesy Bret Berger 



THE SALT LAKE CITY UT CLIMATE SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2016 

  

 CLIMATE NORMAL PERIOD 1981 TO 2010 

 CLIMATE RECORD PERIOD 1874 TO 2013 

  

 WEATHER         OBSERVED                 NORMAL       DEPART       LAST YEAR`S          

                         VALUE    DATE(S)       VALUE         FROM           VALUE   DATE(S)  

                                                                            NORMAL                       

 ................................................................ 

 TEMPERATURE (F) 

 RECORD 

  HIGH                    80      03/31/2012                 

  LOW                       2      03/04/1966 

                                    

 HIGHEST                70      03/20                                                   78     03/31 

 LOWEST                 31      03/16, 03/18, 03/19                              25     03/24  

                                              

 AVG. MAXIMUM      56.9                        53.7              3.2             61.6         

 AVG. MINIMUM      37.4                        33.6               3.8            37.8         

 MEAN                    47.1                        43.6               3.5            49.7          

  

 DAYS MAX >= 90       0                           0.0              0.0                0         

 DAYS MAX <= 32       0                           0.2             -0.2                0             

 DAYS MIN <= 32       5                          11.8             -6.8                9          

 DAYS MIN <= 0         0                           0.0               0.0                0             

  

 PRECIPITATION (INCHES) 

 TOTALS                  2.22                        1.79             0.43            0.71              

  

 DAYS >= .01              9                          9.9              -0.9                 5         

 DAYS >= .10              5                          5.6              -0.6                 3         

 DAYS >= .50              2                          0.7               1.3                 0           

 DAYS >= 1.00            0                          0.0               0.0                 0              

  

 SNOWFALL (INCHES) 

 TOTALS                    2.7                          6.5             -3.8               2.8             

 SINCE 7/1               34.3                        51.9                                  9.6     



WEATHER            OBSERVED            NORMAL       DEPART         LAST YEAR`S          

                           VALUE                  VALUE          FROM            VALUE      

                                                                         NORMAL                       

DEGREE DAYS  

HEATING TOTAL        546                     662            -116                  466           

  SINCE 7/1             4391                   4918            -527                3813          

COOLING TOTAL           0                        0                  0                     0           

  SINCE 1/1                  0                        0                  0                     0 

 

    

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

 

WIND (MPH) 

 AVERAGE WIND SPEED                       8.3 

 HIGHEST WIND SPEED/DIRECTION      39/300           DATE      03/06 

 HIGHEST GUST SPEED/DIRECTION      54/300           DATE       03/06 

  

 

WEATHER CONDITIONS. NUMBER OF DAYS WITH 

 THUNDERSTORM             3             RAIN                                   9 

 HAIL                               3            SNOW                                  3 

 FOG                               10           FOG W/VIS <= 1/4 MILE       0 

 HAZE                              2                                          

                                                                      

 -  INDICATES NEGATIVE NUMBERS.                                       

 R  INDICATES RECORD WAS SET OR TIED.                                 

 MM INDICATES DATA IS MISSING.                                        

 T  INDICATES TRACE AMOUNT.  

Please e-mail comments, questions, suggestions, corrections, 

or concerns to the webmaster: w-slc.webmaster@noaa.gov 


