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REGIONAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 
 
Good Bye, Tony!  Anton (Tony) Haffer, WFO Phoenix MIC, will be retiring on June 3 after 40 
years of distinguished government service.  Please join me in thanking him for his leadership 
and many contributions to the WFO, Western Region, the National Weather Service and 
NOAA.  A career is not measured by the number of years of service one has put in, but rather 
by the impact that one has made. Tony has made a significant impact as MIC, State Liaison, 
and the leader of both the modernization of WR's hydrology program and WFO modernization 
efforts in Arizona as well as being a leading expert on drought, climate, and heat/health issues.  
Tony's knowledge and expertise will be missed.  Thank you, Tony, for a job well done! 
 
Washington Coastal 
Radar Public Hearing:  
Senator Cantwell held a 
coastal Doppler weather 
radar public meeting at the 
NOAA Western Region 
Center in Seattle on May 
28th.  MIC Dr. Brad Colman 
facilitated the event, which 
included the Senator, NWS 
Director Jack Hayes, Dr. 
Cliff Mass of the University 
of Washington and a panel 
of five coastal constituents 
representing the fishing and 
crabbing industry, the timber 
industry, the Port of Ilwaco, 
a Grays Harbor county 
commissioner and a Seattle 
area TV meteorologist. Each 
gave a short presentation 

Pictured (r to l): Brad Colman, WFO Seattle MIC; Jack Hayes, AA NWS;   
Maria Cantwell, US Senator; Dr. Cliff Mass, University of Washington 
(photo by Ted Buehner) 

about the need for the weather radar, funding support for the radar, and plans to put the radar 
into service by fall of 2012.  A coastal radar feasibility study was released as a part of the event. 
Questions from the audience were also taken.  All Seattle area TV stations and other media 
reported on the event which was attended by about 115 people. 
 
 
Featured Decision Support Service:  The week of May 11, WFO Las Vegas recorded a 
series of Articulate weather briefings to highlight a forecast early record heat event for the Las 
Vegas Valley. The office had been considering developing this type of briefing, but had not 
settled on a start date or process for generating the product. When the staff determined the 
need to enhance the information given to its customers regarding this event, Andy Gorelow, 
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journey forecaster, developed the first ever briefing for the office. The office received 
overwhelmingly positive responses from customers. The City of Las Vegas staff said, “The 
multi-media broadcast was fantastic - what a great way to get across a targeted message!  I 
found it to be very valuable - the combination of great graphics and the clear voice explaining 
the situation was extremely informative.”  It was also highlighted on the local newspaper online 
webpage, used by the media in their shows, and also distributed to several local first 
responders/city managers, including the city of Henderson (suburb of Las Vegas). Great job, 
WFO Las Vegas, in providing enhanced decision support to your customers! The last updated 
recording, though now expired, can be found at: 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/heatwave/player.html. 
 
 
METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES DIVISION 
 
WFO San Diego Hosts Navy 
Personnel:  WFO San Diego 
recently hosted 10 to 15 junior 
sailors, mostly weather 
technicians, from the North 
Island Naval Air Station. These 
sailors either have or will deploy 
aboard US Navy and Coast 
Guard ships in order to take 
observations, assist with the 
forecasts, brief captains, 
commanders, and pilots. They 
were shown how a forecast 
office operates and the 
teamwork involved in releasing  
daily forecasts, updates, synoptic 
reports, watches, warnings, etc.  

Pictured: North Island Naval Air Station personnel and WFO 
San Diego SOO, Ivory Small (far right). 

The focus of the visit was on the tools and techniques used for forecasting in a marine 
environment such as southern California.  
 
 
San Francisco Airport Recognized as StormReady®:  The San Francisco Airport recently 
became the third airport in the nation to be recognized as StormReady®.  With its incredible 
state-of-the-art emergency operations center, interoperable communication hub, detailed 
routine and emergency plans, and frequent emergency planning exercises, the San Francisco 
Airport is an excellent example of how to prepare for dangerous weather situations!  The 
relationship between officials at the National Weather Service and the San Francisco Airport 
began long ago when meteorologists participated in the airport’s annual winter preparation 
meetings.  The Monterey Weather Forecast Office meteorologists conducted presentations on 
the expected winter weather, new services and tools available including production of digital 
data, new methods of receiving our messages, and weather safety. As this relationship grew 
the usefulness of the StormReady® program became obvious and through the process both 
agencies came to understand the importance of the symbiotic relationship.  Because of the 
StormReady® program WFO Monterey has learned how to better serve not only their 
emergency manager partners but their aviation associates, too. 
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Tsunami Course for WCMs at West Coast/Alaska Tsunami Warning Center:  Several 
individuals from Western Region participated in a “Tsunami Course for WCMs” at the West 
Coast/Alaska Tsunami Warning Center (WC/ATWC) in Palmer, AK.  The course was the first 
of its kind, emphasizing tsunami science, detection & measurement of earthquakes and 
tsunamis, the Tsunami Warning System 
(including communications), WC/ATWC 
watch / warning / advisory / statement 
products, social science aspects, and 
tsunami outreach.  Several hours were 
devoted to hands-on training, using 
special workstations established for this 
purpose.  The course also included a 
field trip to Seward, AK, which was 
nearly destroyed in the 1964 Alaska 
earthquake and resultant tsunamis, 
which included both a “local tsunami”, 
caused by an underwater slide in the 
adjacent bay, and a “distant tsunami” 
from the 9.2 magnitude earthquake,            Photo by Eric Boldt 
centered in Prince William Sound, AK. Western Region participants included Ted Buehner 
(WCM, Seattle), Tyree Wilde (WCM, Portland), Ryan Sandler (WCM, Medford), Nancy Dean 
(MIC, Eureka), Tom Evans (WCM, Monterey), Eric Boldt (WCM, Oxnard), Ted MacKechnie 
(Lead Forecaster, San Diego), Jeff Lorens (WR MSD), and Carl Gorski (WR MSD). 
 
 
HYDROLOGY AND CLIMATE SERVICES DIVISION 
 

Climate Change Workshop: Western Region hosted the NWS first Regional Climate Change 
Workshop in Boulder, CO the week of April 14-16, 2009. The purpose of the workshop was to 
educate and train the field offices on the current state of climate change science, the roles 
various partners in NOAA play in providing climate change information and services, and how 
to communicate climate change information.  Western Region partnered closely with various 
parts of NOAA’s Earth Systems Research Lab and the NOAA funded Western Water 
Assessment to create a robust line of speakers.  Speakers included top NOAA climate change 
scientists Dr. Susan Solomon and Dr. Pieter Tans.  One afternoon was dedicated to climate 
change impacts research, with speakers talking about impacts to water resources, 
ecosystems, oceans, western wildfires, and Pacific Salmon.  The climate change outreach 
training was conducted by Dr. Susan Buhr and Dr. Sarah Wise from the University of Colorado 
(CIRES).  Dr. Buhr and Dr. Wise discussed the difficulties with communicating climate change 
information, strategies to make it easier, and roll playing.  The Service Hydrologist from WFO 
Salt Lake City assisted Drs. Buhr and Wise in tailoring the training for NWS operations.  The 
workshop was well received by the attendees, with numerous comments about the high quality 
of speakers, the agenda, and the information delivered.  WRH is currently analyzing results 
from WR’s climate change survey and feedback from this workshop to guide our regional 
climate services program. 
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SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION 
 

San Diego WFO Uses Google Maps to Plot Weather Data: Michael Khuat (ITO), Stefanie 
Sullivan (meteorological intern) and Brandt Maxwell (meteorologist) at the National Weather 
Service Forecast Office in San Diego have created software to overlay real-time weather and 
climate data on Google Maps. This includes hourly temperature, precipitation, wind, humidity, 
sky/weather and pressure data, daily climatic data, including the maximum peak wind gusts, 
and Local Storm Report (LSR) data. Sources include metars, Mesonet, hydrological (ALERT) 
data, COOP and (in the case of LSR data) spotters and a number of other sources. Data can 
be retrieved from both primary sources (listed above) and secondary sources, such as the 
Hourly Weather Roundup (RWR) or the Regional Temperature and Precipitation (RTP) report. 
Pop-up windows appear when one clicks on a station and will sometimes contain links to 
external data or websites for a high amount of interactivity within the map. When the data are 
plotted on maps the WFO uses the fire burn area maps as an overlay to supplement 
precipitation data due to the high impact of rainfall in burn areas. Any office that would like to 
set up a Google Map for meteorological data is welcome to contact any of the three people on 
WFO San Diego's Google Map team for assistance. The maps are available here: 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sgx/kml/mappedweather.php?wfo=sgx 
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SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION  
 
Removable media/Thumb Drive reminder:  Please remember to have all removable media 
properly scanned by local IT staff before use on NWS networks.  The threat presented by 
removable media is all too real, with much of the DOD banning their use completely 
(http://blog.wired.com/defense/2008/11/army-bans-usb-d.html).  Several WR WFOs have 
already detected and reported infected thumb drives since implementing scanning policy. 
 
Software reminder:  All Software must be approved for use on NWS systems and should be 
installed by local IT staff.  Besides ensuring compliance with software contact agreements and 
copyright law, the use of unapproved software could lead to the introduction of malicious code 
and the leakage of sensitive, confidential, or Personally Identifiable Information (PII).  Just 
recently, leaked classified data about Marine One was traced back to the introduction of Peer 
to Peer (P2P) software loaded on a contractor’s laptop 
(http://government.zdnet.com/?p=4387).  
 
2009 NOAA Employee Safety and Environmental Awareness Course:  The updated NOAA 
Employee Safety and Environmental Awareness Course is now available in Commerce 
Learning Center (https://doc.learn.com/noaa). All NOAA employees are required to complete 
the course by June 30, 2009.  Contractor employees are encouraged to take the course, 
unless otherwise directed by their NOAA Contracting Officer Technical Representative 
(COTR).  
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
 
Diversity Summit:  
The Western Region 
Diversity Action 
Committee attended 
the NWS Diversity 
Summit April 26 - 
May 1 in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  NWS’s 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Vickie 
Nadolski kicked off 
the Summit.  The 
Summit included 
motivational 
speakers, group  
activities, and 
presentations by the 
NWS Office of Diversity 
Management and Equal 
Opportunity.  An awards 
ceremony was held and 
recognized Michelle 
Mead, Senior  

Pictured:  From left to right:  Leslie Wanek (Federal Women’s SEPM), James Chu 
(NSWH Asian-American/Pacific Islander SEPM), Brooke Bingaman (Asian-
American/Pacific Islander SEPM), Dean Hazen (Non-Minority Male 
Representative), Carol Ciliberti (Hispanic SEPM), Kevin Durfee (NWSEO 
Representative), Connie Clarstrom (Persons with Disabilities SEPM), Roger Lamoni 
(Gay/Lesbian Representative), Dan Valle (Native American SEPM), Brian Sadler 
(WRH Administrative Officer), Johnny Powell (African American SEPM), Todd Hall 
(DAC Chair), and Carol Mearns (WRH EEO Manager) 
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Forecaster in WFO Missoula and former WR DAC Chairperson, and Erik Pytlak, the SOO in 
WFO Tucson for their efforts in Diversity.  Attendees included Bob Tibi, our Regional Director, 
Southern and Alaska Regional Directors, several MICs, and employees from all regions.  Also 
attending from Western Region was Carolyn Willis, HMT at WFO Billings and the NWSEO 
Representatives on the NWS Diversity Council. While attending the Summit, the WR DAC 
meet with Bob Tibi to review documents, discuss Diversity and EEO issues facing WR 
Employees, and draft ideas for steering WR Diversity Management for the coming years. 
Topics of discussion among WR employees were office culture, quality of work life issues, and 
Diversity Focal Point roles and responsibilities. 
 
 
 


