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The National Weather Service (NWS) is a federal agency under the National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration (NOAA), which is part of the Department of Commerce (DOC). ER VICE

for Souwtherr

The National Weather Service mission is to provide weather, water, and climate forecasts and warn-
ings for the United States, its territories, adjacent waters, and ocean areas for the protection of life and
property, and the enhancement of the national economy.
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Sespe Creek near Fillmore

Cover photo: Sespe Creek near Fillmore, CA.
January 11, 2005
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the focus. Areas recently burned by wildfires are particularly susceptible to flash floods and debris flows during rainstorms.

The National Weather Service (NWS) and the United States Geological Survey (USGS) have es- &
tablished a flash-flood and debris-flow early-warning system for recently burned areas in southern §&
California. Advisory Outlooks, Watches and Warnings are then disseminated to emergency man-
agement personnel.

To find out more about this project visit:

www.weather.gov/losangeles/debris_flow.php
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The Water Cycle QUANTITATIVE PRECIPITATION FORECASTS (QPF)
The National Weather Service (NWS) issues site-specific rainfall forecasts during
DROUGHT the rainy season for areas within Southern California. The products include a pre-

Drought is a normal, recurrent feature of climate. It occurs almost every-
where, although its features vary from region to region. Defining drought
is therefore difficult; it depends on differences in regions, needs, and dis-
ciplinary perspectives.

cipitation forecast in inches for the next 24 hours as well as a synopsis and day 1
and day 2 discussion. The products are issued seasonally from November 1st to
April 30th .

www.weather.gov/losangeles/hydrology.php

For more information on drought, please visit: www.wrh.noaa.gov/sgx/hydro/hydro_fcst.php?wfo=sgx

www.drought.noaa.gov/ www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/rainfall_data.php



